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To _ be treated as strictly confidential until released for publication as 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer some in- 
dication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia have been 
issued by the Conmonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson) on the basis of information 

| supplied by the State Statisticians. 


ANNUAL INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES - (Base Year 1928-29 = 100). 
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A column has been added to the above table comparing the growth in factory 


Census data and vital statistics). 


employment with an estimate of the growth of population of working age (obtained from 
This indicates that although factory employment has 


increased by 9 per cent. since 1928-29, population of working age has increased more 
rapidly, so that the proportion of this population employed in factories was in 1935-36 
3 per cent. lower than in 1928-29. 


wealth. 


It is estimated that wage-earners employed in factories at the 15th December, 
1936 represented about 22 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment in the Common- 


ment vary between States. 


Males employed _in factories as percentage of all persons employed in factories. 
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and for all States except Tasmania. 
1936 was exceptionally high. 
5% higher than that for the corresponding period of 1936. 
State gives the following: - 
Queensland, 5.3% increase; 

Tasmania, 4.8% decrease. 


increases: 


The relative proportions and the rates of increase in relation to total employ- 


The following table shows the masculinity of persons employed in factories 
in the several States during the years 1925-26 to 1935-36. 
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The following monthly index figures of employment in factories show that 
factory employment was higher in April, 1937 than in April, 1936 for Australia as a whole 


New South Wales, 8.5% increase; 
South Australia, 4.7% increase; 


In the latter State, however, the index for April, 
The Australian index for the first four months of 1937 was 
A similar comparison for each 
Victoria, 2.5% increase; 
Western Australia, 4.3% 


MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES (a) 
(Base: Average for Year 1928-29 = 100) 


New Souvh © j Victoria Gussistend| os eee AUSTRALIA 
Month _Wales Australia | Australia 
Pape De peepee lef fe fo [eels ae Pom [ 
- July oe 89 97 92} 79) 89] 81] 72; 84] 74 69 81 71| 95} 86] 93 80 90 83 


December. . 97| 108} 101! 84| 99| 87] 76| 90] 79] 77| 91; 80| 98] 87] 96] 87; 102) 92 
100] 106] 102] 89} 99} 91] 83] 90] 84] 77 


















































1934 - July os 84 78| 89! 89| 89 91 100 93 
December..| 94] 109) 107 114 109| 89/106] 92} 89! 99] 91 85 96 87|100| 92} 98 OT), 110} 7100: 
oe eater | Ah te atthattl oe] aaah at at a] ee hel ont handle 
August igi 113 | 112} 96/111] 99] 95] 99} 96 83 92 84|110}100] 108 103 110 104 
September 112 116 113] 95/114] 99] 98,100} 98 88 92 89/111] 98);108 104 TES 106 
October .. 114 120 116] 99/117/102} 99/102} 100 90 93 91!112]101] 109 107 116 108 
November... 114 120 116] 99]/117/102] 98/101] 98 30 96 91)115}103]112 107 116 109 
December.. 14] 121] 117] 95/112) 97) 200)102)101) 92) 96) 93/1191 2071116) 207] At) 
1936 - January .. = 116 118 117] 86/101; 89/101/102]101 92 94 9211221109] 119 106 114 107 
February.. oy 119 131 123] 91/108] 94] 105} 106} 105 93 94 93/123)127] 124 110 124] (c)110 
March . 124 132 126] 94/109] 96] 108] 105] 108 95 95 95/121/117| 120 113 125} (c)113 
April A 122 114 119} 93/108] 95] 110} 103} 108 94 94. 94} 118]107} 116 112 ta 110 
May es He 120 117 119| 97}|112]100} 107] 100] 106 95 94 95| 118108} 116 111 113 111 
June + o 118] 115] 127/201] 207)102) 103] 96/102) = 92) 95) 93/114] LOS) 112) ARO] Add 110. 
July aig ee ~ 118 114 117} 205| 108]106}103] 99] 102] (e)93 (e)93| (e)93) 112 102/110! «CC LTR) CRO] ae 
August .. 117 114 116] 106] 113| 107} 102] 100] 101 93 92 93/112] 97/108 110 Li 110 
September 116 ily, 116} 108] 118] 110] 102} 100] 102 94 94 94} 112]101| 109 110 114 1am 
October .. 119 1% 118] 107]}117]108] 101} 99}100 94 96 94; 112]103] 110 111 114 113 
November... 118 116 117| 103} 118] 106! 104] 101] 103 95 97 95) 114] 104] 112 ahs 114 113 
December... 128] 127] 128} 98)115}101) 108} 102}107) 96) 98) 96) 14; LOS) Ade) AAT) AAs 113 
1937 - January .. 118 116 118] 91/107; 94/106! 99] 105 97 95 96/115}103/112; 120; 112] 112 
February. . 124 129 126] 95/112) 98} 111/107) 110 98 93 OF 127) 119497 114 123 116 
March .. 126 130 127] 98]113{/101] 113} 105] 112 99 94 98] 1151118] 116 116 123 118 
April 128 123 126] 99/109]2101]117}106}115} 100 94 9911121105] 111 118 118 117 
May Re 129 115 124) -| -| -|118) 104} 115 98 95 97| 112] 103] 110 “ : ty 
June 3c - -| - = - - - - - ait 95 OM ~ -| - - - - 

1901 100 150 114 50 2407 





Percentage of work - ; 5 | | 
erg in sample in 82% 21} | 47h | 54% 36% 18% 52% 
934- aS - ————$——$ 


(a) From July 1935 for N.S.W., Victoria, Queensland, S.A. and W.A. and from July 1933 for Tasmania, all indexes are based on 


sample returns. They are therefore preliminary and will be adjusted when final monthly figures for 1935-36 become available. 

(b) From July 1935 ae Male and Female indexes for Australia are based on five States, excluding N.S.W. In 1935-36 these States 
ontained 60% of male factory employees and 62% of female Pagtory employees. The index of total employees is based on six States. 
c) Industrial Dispute in N x a, (da) Indexes for Victoria and o the extent of the Victorian adjustment, for Australia have been 

revised from July 935. (e) Indexes for W.A. have been revised from July 1936. 
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Month New eae Te cae a | Western ree six 
Cid CWadess | land | Australia| Australia STATES 
933 - July a 100 100 100 100 100 100 

December aks} ee 108 106 HAS 114 
934 - March .. 104 109 102 98 107 104 
June she 105 109 104 100 105 106 
1933-34 - Average.. 103 107 102 99 106 104 
1934 - July ove 108 109 106 104 107 OT 
September 107 LO 103 100 106 107 
December ALAS) Asia 118 119 119 124 
jo3s - March .. 109 118 107 105 107 Tt 
June ae Dale eo abi 107 106 114 
934-35 - Average.. 111 118 108 105 108 BES 
935 - July ae 116 120 107 iLatal 109 115 
August .. aes 120 109 105 108 Hele) 
September 113 123 113 106 107 114 
October... aS 128 ial 106 107 aly 
November 119 3 iS} 109 110 120 
December 313) 145 128 iss! 120 2 
1936 - January.» 116 132 116 114 15 120 
February 119 alshs! 114 110 HDL 120 
Nemches nah 1S is 110 lll 119 
Morea 118 129 114 109 113 119 
May we 119 132 114 Talal 112 WA 
June OP 120 132 Tas 109 Tats cal 
.935-36 - Average.. 118 130 19 
1936 - July js 122 130 AAI 
August .. 120 128 120 
September 120 128 120 
October. . 121 33) 122 
November 123 139 125 
December MSH i IES) 138 
L937 - January.. 123 138 125 
February 125 ISH Ve5 
March .. 123 35 P23 








April .. 124 136 
May ee 126 138 _ 
The number of establishments in respect of which returns are obtained are - 
ew South Wales, 5993; Victoria, 102; Queensland, 120; South Australia, 35; Western 


ustralia, 69; Tasmania, 14. No adjustment has been made in the indexes on account of 
acreased population. 





INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
AND QUEENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th dune, 1933, and 
rom compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax, and returns collect. 
i from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales has prepared 
n index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on employment in New 
outh Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland publishes an index of em- 
loyment and unemployment among men wage and salary earners. The data for this index is 
erived from information relating to Unemployment Insurance Contributions and other sources. 
he results are given below - 


/NEW_SOQUTH WALES. 


NEW SOUTH WALES . 
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i ttsts—sSCsCsCSC twill for employment _ ee ee 
i [~ (a) Including as employed the |  (b) Excluding as employed the 
eh | full-time equivalent of full-time equivalent of 
__.__ part-time relief workers _ nN ae ____ part-time relief workers i 
Dee | Bap loved ae Unemployed | ___—__—«Empioye ae” 
Census of 30th | 

a ee | ice Meee et 
"1934 ~ June st Silva LGeg Wisi5O) | ~ 22,0 
1935 - June | 86.6 13.4 SSiaul | 16.3 
1936 - January.. | 88.1 | 11.9 85.9 | pea 
eo 88.6 11.4 | 86.4 | 13.6 
March 89.8 2052 | 87.6 | 12.4 
April 90.1 Cin) ail | We eal 
May 90.8 | 9.2 | 36.6 | Va 
June. 90.4 9.6 88.2 | pete 
| Sty ss 90.9 9.1 | 88.7 | nee 
August .. 90.8 Shs 88.8 dee 
September Shas 8.4 90.2 9.8 
October.. 92.9 {fgal Sika: S165) 
November 93.2 6.8 Oat Sas 
December 94.5 S52) ial | O39) 
1937 - January.. eens 9 90.8 9.2 
February CSAs Gient, Lots SIG 
March .. 93.2 6.8 | an | 8.1 
April 93.7 6.3 92.4 7.6 

Beene ay es | 94 5.7 ae | 93.0 _ eee (Clee ae 





The indexes have been adjusted to allow for an estimated increase of 1.2 per 
ent. per annum in the number of persons dependent on employment. At the Census of 30th 
une, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment returned themselves as unemployed by 
eason of illness, accident, etc. or "voluntarily". This number, representing 1.8 per cent. 
f all persons dependent on employment, is excluded from the above indexes, which relate to 
ercentages of available wage-earners employed and unemployed. The approximate number of 
ersons in private employment was 478,000 in June, 1933; 519,000 in June, 19343 567,000 in 
une, 19353; 614,000 in June, 19363; and 650,000 in May, 1937. 


QUEENSLAND . 
Employment and Unemployment _ enone Men Wage and Salary Earners. (In ae POR 
full-time employment an and unemployment excluding normal seasonal variations). 
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Bona beet Percentage _ coven EEO BEES L Number 
— i eee eee _[ Employed | ie. ‘Unemployed Employed Unempl oyed 
Average 1929 .. 89.9 | 10,0 | 148, 340 16,660 
: Oso Ate) A 86.4 | 13.6 144, 630 22 850 
: TOS3 ater | et il 22.8  SBBaR STO i) 38,730 
ae 77.8 2242 | 134,130 | 38, 320 
i HOSS, cis, 79.8 | 20.2 | 139,720 35,310 
u" 1934 .. 84.9 | 155k 150,870 26 800 
: T0854 89.0 1130 160,510 19,820 
: $936. 92.3 at 168,930 14,100 
3 months ended - 
January, 1936 | yo, 8.5 166,390 15,400 
February , P | 90.9 | 9.1 | 165,490 16,520 
June, no | See | ee 167,900 15,010 
July, we 92.6 7.4 169,670 13,470 
August , me | 94.3 | 5.7 172,920 10,450 
September, " | 94.7 5.3 173,950 9,650 
October, i | 93.6 6.4 | 172,080 14,940 
November, a 92.0 | 8.0 169,390 14,660 
December, 53 | 91.9 8.1 169,300 14,980 
January, 1937 ba © | 7.3 | 1763960 13,550 
| February , p | 91.8 S.2 169,530 | 1S one 
March, " | 91.4 8.6 | 169,090 15,880 
| April, fr | (a)93.6 | 6.4 |__173,380 - 11,820... J 





(a) Relief Work: The full-time equivalent was Ene mately 6,700 men. Without 
this work the percentage unemployed would have been 10.0. Growing Population: The 
total of the last two columns increases with the estimated growth in the number of 
men dependent on employment. 


BUILDING PERMITS. 


A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by Building 
Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed buildings and repairs. 


The following tables give details of the value of Building Permits issued in 


the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Commonwealth for the periods shown. 


rr eee 





(a) Exclusive 
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of City of Sydney. 
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(b) Exclusive of Sydney and suburbs. 








Total Value 


| Buildings | Buildings Alterations 
for for Other and All Building 
| Habitation Purposes Additions Operations 
é £ £ 

1928-29 (a) .. 17,455,449 4,902,928 (b)1,932,887 24,291,264 

1929-30 (a) me 11,057,069 3,098,700 (b)1, 741,291 15,897,060 

1930-31 (a) .. 1,989,167 1,547,005 {b) 799,245 4,335,417 

1931-32 : 1,533,325 1,848,257 1,225,680 4,607,262 

1932-33 : 3,185,679 1,503,877 2,161,846 6,851,402 

1933-34 : 6,105,369 2,194,162 2,885,378 11,184,909 

1934-35 ‘ 9,606,533 3,829,676 4,173,041 17,610,590 

1935-36 ‘ 12,342,910 5,144,668 4,484,819 21,972,397 

Quarter ended - 

1935 - June 2,936,510 1,271,694 1,180,786 5,388,990 
September 3,428,704 1,275,712 1,088,729 5,793,145 
December 2,779,521 941,246 1,159,741 4,880,508 

1936 - March .. 2,946,420 | 1,378,537 1,009,013 5,333,970 
TNS “se 3,188,265 1,549,173 1,227,336 5,964,774 
September 3,773,596 1,339,967 1,260,617 6,374,180 
December 3,514,416 1,357,804 1,212,546 6,084,766 

1937 - March .. 2,803,838 1,034,605 1,076,238 4,914,681 


BUILDING PERMITS IN CAPITAL CITIES AND SUBURBS OF 


a a a a a an a a ee rn 


EACH STATE. 
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| Sydney | Melbourne | Brisbane | Adelaide | Perth Hobart 

Period and and and and and and TOTAL 
suburbs Suburbs Suburbs | Suburbs | Suburbs] Suburbs 

a “2'000 | #£'000 £000 | £'000 | £000 | #£'000 | £'000 

1928-29 ne (a)9 715 | T5661 25440 1,807 2,518 150 24,291 

1929-30 50 (a)5,810 DG TAS 1,414 oS Less 106 WS SIe Ni 

1930-31 are (a)1,005 1,434 1,098 | 314 393 oat 4,335 

| 1931-32 ait 295 1,861 876 UG 596 62 4,607 
| 1932-33 ele Peau 25068 793 400 732 101 Grind 

1933-34 ora 4,142 4,218 Is Ofsyil 617 988 169 th eis 

1934-35 56 1,632 5,604 1,654 1,164 1,354 203 fre outa 

1935-36 oe Ses 7,162 2,207 Marek) 1,621 328 BLA SMe 

Quarter ended - 

1935 - June ee 2,388 1,766 52L 306 Baht Wat 5,389 
September .. 2a020 1,788 574 304 505 94 Binh 
December .. 1,964 1,646 Sais! 33)) B35 43 4,880 

| 1936 - March 5 25456 1,784 411 A528 378 53 5,334 

June as 25437 1,944 ffs 324 403 138 5,965 

| September .. 2,840 2,021 452 Sls! 600 148 6,374 

December .. 25567 1,891 | 607 341 560 89 6,085 

1937 - March ats 1,950 Waele 387 367 | 402 144 | 4,915 
a a er ee ee re ne a a ee et cree ee ee ee —————E nett 











(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney and value of alterations and additions in Sydney 
and suburbs. 


UNEMPLOYMENT - QUARTER ENDED JUNE, 1937. 


The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are simi- 
lar to those published quarterly in the past, and are derived from returns furnished by 
Trade Unions. 


/The number 


The number of trade unionists represented in the returns, from which the 
following figures have been derived, is normally about half the total. Generally, 
it may be said that the returns of unemployment include little information about rural 
employment, so that the percentage results given herein do not vary greatly with the 
season, though the food preserving industries have some effect in this connection, The 
total unemployment in the country, however, may be affected a good deal by the crop 
seasons. 


The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions 
for Australia as a whole for each quarter from the June Quarter of 1932, when unemploy-- 
ment was at its maximum, to the June Quarter of 1937, are as follows:- 


AUSTRALIA. 
1932 - June Quarter 30.0 per cent. 
1933 - March Quarter Peay | us 
June u Doh " 
September " ie me! 4 
December " Pye\sioy i 
1934 - March Quarter Blot le i 
June vHO)a ss) ut 
September " PAOeGE We 
December " Istates : 
1935 - March Quarter Wels. ue 
June se fais, 4) 
September " LOGS 1 ui 
December " Moy ow Y, 
1936 - March Quarter BU See a ie 
June aM I AG u 
September " Os 
December " WaT 43 
1937 - March Quarter Cee) . 
June be Chet Oy ak Mi 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of May, 1937. 


The percentages given above show a continuous decline from the peak point 
(30.0%) in unemployment attained in the June Quarter of 1932, after an almost continuous 
rise since the March Quarter 1929, when the rate was 9.3 per cent. After remaining 
fairly constant at 28.0 per cent. to 28.3 per cent. for three quarters - from August, 
1931 to February, 1932 - the maximum point was reached in May, 1932, when the proportion 
of unemployment in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent. of the membership. 


From the peak the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand in 
the September quarter of 1932, and in the two following quarters the improvement was 
much more marked, amounting to 15 per thousand in the December quarter of 1932, and 16 
per thousand in the March quarter of 1933. The improvement continued until unemployment 
stood at 9.7 per cent. for the June quarter 1937. This is the lowest percentage of 
unemployment since February, 1929, when it was 9.3 per cent. Since the maximum point 
in May, 1932, the rate of unemployment has diminished by 203 per 1,000 members, i.e. 
from 30.0 per cent. in May, 1932 to 9.7 per cent. in May, 1937. 


This improvement since May, 1932, has been experienced in all the States 
in the following order (per 1,000 members):- South Australia, 269; Western Australia, 
2472 New South Wales, 218; Victoria, 181; Tasmania, 170; Queensland, 123. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


/MUSTRALIA 


Australia - Number_and Membership of Trade Unions reporting, and 
Number_and Percentage of Unemployed - Ma March Qu uarter, 19 r, 1929 to to June Quarte Ty, 





























1937. 
Se a aa aaa na Se FTC BE 
March | June June June June December; March June 
Australia Quarter | Quarter | Quarter| Quarter} Quarter| Quarter Quarter | Quarter 
1929 L982 1933 1934 1936 1936 1937 1937 











Number of Unions ff) 4 396 394 394 394 390 388 387 
Membership Sc 420,756 | 413,742 | 415,559] 422,113 | 446,564! 437,246 | 443,446] 447,714 
Unemployed - 

Number Se 39,159| 124,068 | 106,652} 88,413} 57,001| 46,863 44,004; 43,584 
| Percentage 5€ 53) Or Om mlm Ocul 20.9 Isat! | 10.7 9.9 9.7 
a ee De ee ee Serene Deceit ula 








States -_Percentage 0 of Members _of Reporting Trade ponsons reported as —Hnemphoyed 









































March | June "Tuner. June June June December j March June | 

State Quarter] Quarter | Quarter| Quarter | Quarter | Quarter ; Quarter} Quarter 

ere: | 1929 ae ___1933 ee ERIS 1936 1936_ 1937 _ 1937 
i | - i, 2 / i jp 
New South Wales.. atl Bicte ‘ 29.6 Bowe) 16.2 hase) SS 11.4 
Victoria 8.6 Bille a Bao 18.0 10.6 ORE 58) 9.6 
Queensland Healt 19.9 5.6 UG) Sas WBE: Theat} Hel 
South Australia.. Us6e 35a sla 25.4 IIE XO) 9.9 as So 
Western Australia SG) 30.3 26 iste Ore 358) 5.4 BiG 
Tasmania Sol 27.4 19.0 17.9 We 12.9 ie) 10.4 
TOTAL: 9.3 BORO: | aaah 20.9 12.8 10.7 9.9 9.7 

a Ce een Se ee ee ae eee 





The above returns are compiled and published substantially on the basis that 
nas been adopted in regard to Trade Union returns since 1911. It is to be noted, however, 
that the returns relate to members of trade unions embracing only about 20 per cent. of 
vage-earners, and that for some States these constitute a more representative sample of em- 
dyloyment than for others. The percentages include persons unemployed from all causes, other 
ihan those unemployed directly as a result of industrial disputes. They may be interpreted 
is relating to the members of unions making returns who are not, according to the records 
ir knowledge of the union secretary, employed within union callings. 


The percentages do not exactly represent the proportion of total unemployment 
in Australia as a whole, though Census data and other records indicate that they give a 
reasonable picture of the development of the unemployment crisis in Australia and the re- 
sovery therefrom. 


In view of the very definite nature of the information on which are based the 
-ndexes of employment and unemployment for New South Wales, and those relating to men for 
Jueensland, these indexes should be the most accurate record available of unemployment in 
shose States. 


This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth Statistician 
jursuant to the Census and Statistics Act, 1905-1930. 


ROLAND WILSON 
Commonwealth Statistician. 
ROUh uly LO Sites 


